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Scientist receives Young Investigator Award for 
neonatal brain research 
 
School of Medicine researcher W. Christopher Risher, Ph.D., 
has been awarded a NARSAD Young Investigator Grant for 
his work with neonatal abstinence syndrome (NAS). 
Risher, an assistant professor in the department of biomedical 
sciences at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, will 
receive a two-year, $70,000 grant from the Brain and Behavior 
Research Foundation to investigate brain development in 
babies born with NAS, a condition that occurs when babies are born in a state of withdrawal after 
exposure to opioids in utero. Approximately five percent of all babies born in West Virginia 
suffer from this condition, according to the West Virginia Department of Health and Human 
Resources. Risher will use a mouse model to determine how prenatal opioid exposure affects 
nervous system structure and connectivity. 
“I hope this research will uncover innovative drug targets that can correct the brain abnormalities 
that arise as a result of drug abuse by pregnant mothers,” Risher said. “Our goal is to improve the 
outcome for children directly afflicted by the opioid epidemic.” 
The NARSAD Young Investigator Grant awards help researchers launch careers in neuroscience 
and psychiatry and gather pilot data to apply for larger federal and university grants. 
“Novel research by our excellent junior faculty like Chris Risher is essential to address the 
opioid crisis in West Virginia,” said Uma Sundaram, M.D., vice dean for research and graduate 
education at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine.  “Awards like the NARSAD Young 
Investigator Grant are critical in fueling the research among our junior faculty and ultimately 
building the research enterprise at Marshall University.” 
 
 
 
 
The United Way workplace campaign kicks off Wednesday, October 10 with a celebratory breakfast in 
the MSC’s Don Morris Room. While the breakfast is free to everyone, all deans, directors and 
administrators are encouraged to make a personal donation of $50 for a table of eight at the United Way 
kick-off breakfast. Your donation (cash or check) will be accepted at the breakfast, or, if you plan  to 
sponsor a table, but cannot attend the breakfast, you can send your donation via interdepartmental mail 
to Scott Schatzer, chair of the campaign committee, at First Year South 1132.  We will record your 
sponsorship donation, send a receipt and reserve a table in your college/department’s name for your 
guests. 
The ePledge donations will be open on the campaign start date of Wednesday, Oct. 10. 
For more information about the United Way workplace campaign, contact Schatzer at 
schatzer@marshall.edu or by visiting www.marshall.edu/unitedway. 
Thank you for your support of the United Way.  We look forward to seeing you next Wednesday. 
Marshall Health offering 24-hour pharmacy 
services 
 
Marshall Pharmacy is now open 24 hours, seven days a 
week at its Marshall University Medical Center location at 
1600 Medical Center Drive in Huntington. 
Customers will have access to a full range of services at 
the retail pharmacy, including prescriptions and refills, 
specialty medications, injectables, a limited supply of 
over-the-counter items and diabetic supplies. Staff will 
also be on hand to administer vaccines and answer 
questions about medications either by phone or in person. 
In addition to retail pharmacy services, Marshall Pharmacy will also provide its Meds to Beds 
service to Cabell Huntington Hospital patients around the clock. This convenient service delivers 
patients’ prescriptions to their bedsides just prior to discharge. 
“The staff at Marshall Pharmacy want to be available when our patients and providers need us, 
whether that is noon or midnight,” said Jeffrey A. Fenerty, R.Ph., director of pharmacy services 
at Marshall Health. “Parents should not have to wonder how they are going to fill their child’s 
prescription in the middle of the night.” 
For more information or to speak with a Marshall pharmacist, please call 304-691-MURx (6879) 
or visit www.marshallhealth.org. 
 
 
 
 
Marshall IT department to promote cyber 
security awareness this month 
 
The Marshall University Information 
Technology (IT) department is participating in 
National Cyber Security Awareness Month 
(NCSAM) to raise awareness of Cyber 
Security issues. Throughout the month of 
October, Marshall IT will be sharing 
information from the national campaign on 
Twitter, their website and through newsletter 
articles. 
 
“The Marshall IT team looks forward to National Cyber Security Awareness Month (NCSAM) as an 
annual opportunity to share with our campus community a variety of tips and techniques we can all use to 
protect the data and devices in our digital lives,” said Jon Cutler, chief information security officer. The 
IT team has participated in the national cyber security awareness events since 2011. These annual events 
are a great opportunity to for each of us to increase our digital security awareness.” 
 
National Cyber Security Awareness Month began in 2004 as a collaborative effort between government 
and industry to ensure every American has the resources they need to stay safe and secure online. 
NCSAM is celebrated across the country each October under the leadership of the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security and the National Cyber Security Alliance. 
 
“We know folks in the Marshall campus community are concerned about cyber threats but don’t always 
realize the part they can play in identifying and avoiding these attacks,” Cutler said. “It seems hardly a 
week goes by that we don’t hear or read about new computer security issue. Especially troubling this past 
year has been the steady increase of phishing attacks against campus email accounts. We trust you will 
find each of the weekly topics to be helpful and welcome any feedback in how those messages can be 
improved.” 
 
Different cybersecurity topics will be discussed each week including basic online safety and security, 
workplace cybersecurity, recognizing and combating cybercrime, our continuously connected lives and 
what to do if you are a victim of cyber-crime. 
 
For more information about NCSAM, visit www.staysafeonline.org/ncsam. You are also invited to follow 
and the use the hashtags #MarshallUInfoSec #CyberAware and #StopThinkConnect on Twitter 
throughout the month of October.  
 
 
 
 
School of Pharmacy assistant professor receives 
award from National Community Pharmacists 
Association 
 
Craig Kimble, Pharm.D., assistant professor of 
pharmacy practice and director of experiential 
learning at Marshall University School of 
Pharmacy, received the National Community 
Pharmacists Association (NCPA) Pharmacy 
Leadership Award. 
Awarded individuals are recognized for their 
accomplished leadership in the advancement of 
pharmacy and patient care. Kimble was honored 
for his years of service to the West Virginia Pharmacists Association (WVPA), which he served 
as president from 2016 to 2018. 
Kimble has been a part of the school of pharmacy’s faculty for five years. Prior to joining 
Marshall, he was the director of pharmacy and clinical services for Fruth Pharmacy. In addition 
to his roles at the school of pharmacy, Kimble serves on the board of directors for the Hospice of 
Huntington and as an adjunct faculty member with the Marshall University College of Health 
Professions’ Master of Public Health program. 
——— 
Photo: Marshall University School of Pharmacy administrative and faculty members Gayle 
Brazeau, Ph.D., dean (left); Kim Broedel-Zaugg, R.Ph., Ph.D., professor and chair of pharmacy 
practice, administration and research (second from left) ; and Robert B. Stanton, Pharm.D, 
professor and assistant dean of experiential learning (right), recognize Craig Kimble, Pharm.D., 
(second from right) for his award from the National Community Pharmacists Association.  
About Marshall University School of Pharmacy: 
The mission of the Marshall University School of Pharmacy (MUSOP), located on the campus of 
the Hershel “Woody” Williams VA Medical Center, is to advance direct pharmacy patient care 
by developing innovative practitioners, researchers and educators. MUSOP conducts research 
and provides services directed toward the goal of improving the health and well-being of West 
Virginians, veterans and residents of the Tri-State region and nation. For more information, visit 
www.marshall.edu/pharmacy. 
About National Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA): 
Founded in 1898, the National Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA) represents 22,000 
independent pharmacies employing more than 250,000 individuals nationwide. Community 
pharmacists are local health care problem-solvers who can customize solutions to local health 
challenges for groups and employers. They are rooted in the communities where they are located 
and are America’s most accessible health care providers. Likewise, they are community leaders 
actively involved in community-oriented public health, civic and volunteer projects. 
 
 
Intercultural Affairs awarded $10K from 
Jeannine Y. Francis Charitable Foundation Trust 
 
The Office of Intercultural Affairs received a check in 
the amount of $10,000 from the Jeannine Y. Francis 
Charitable Foundation Trust Sept. 20 in the Brad D. 
Smith Foundation Hall. 
These funds will support student travel expenses for 
future educational outings, according to Maurice 
Cooley, associate vice president of intercultural 
affairs. 
“The Marshall University Office of Intercultural Affairs has created a multicultural student travel 
experience to one of the greatest cities in the world,” Cooley said. “In November 2018, students 
can travel to New York City, amid Gotham iconic landmarks, corporate towers, skyscrapers and 
museums. This voyage will entail an in-depth and carefully designed educational exposure to the 
arts, urbanization, global corporate entities, cosmopolitan life and more. Such exposure 
will significantly inspire many of our students to reach for the upper limits of career and personal 
success. We are overjoyed by the heartfelt generosity of the Jeannine Y. Francis Charitable 
Foundation Trust, which shares our values of education and expanding opportunities for lifelong 
success for minority students.” 
Cooley said a series of educational tracks will be offered daily over a three-day period. In past 
years, students have traveled to the United Nations, the Museum of Modern Art, the 911 
Memorial and Museum, the stock market/Wall Street, the Studio Museum of Harlem, the 
International Center of Photography, the fabric and fashion industry, Thurgood Marshall High 
School in Harlem and more. 
To learn more about the Office of Intercultural Affairs and the travel experiences it provides for 
students, contact Cooley by e-mail at cooley@marshall.edu or visit 
www.marshall.edu/intercultural. 
——— 
Photo: From left to right are Maurice Cooley, associate vice president of intercultural affairs; 
Gary Baldwin, trustee of the Jeannine Y. Francis Charitable Foundation Trust; and Lance West, 
vice president for development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regional storytelling to be subject of 31st 
annual Yeager Symposium 
 
The Society of Yeager Scholars will present the 31st annual 
Yeager Symposium at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 17, in the 
Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center. World-renowned 
storyteller Adam Booth will present Regional Storytelling 
Traditions and the Importance of an Appalachian Di-y’all-
ect. Admission is free. 
Booth’s storytelling blends traditional folklore, music, and 
an awareness of contemporary Appalachia. His original cinematic style is both humorous and 
touching, and is influenced by generations of diverse storytellers from West Virginia. 
His storytelling appearances have included Teller-In-Residence at the International Storytelling 
Center (three times), New Voice at the National Storytelling Festival, and resident at the Banff 
(Alberta, Canada) Spoken Word program. He’s also done collaborations with the West Virginia 
Dance Company, Goose Route Dance Company, Frederick Chorale and Hagerstown Choral Arts 
Society. 
Booth finds his passion not just in storytelling, but in educating students on storytelling as well. 
Victoria Endres, a Yeager Scholar and a Literary Studies and Creative Writing major, helped 
bring Booth to campus. She says Booth’s stories are more than entertainment. 
“They are little bits of history,” Endres said. “They teach us about our own world and how we 
see it and interact with it.” 
She says the fact that Booth is an Appalachian native gives him a unique ability to tell stories 
that involve the region. 
“He does an amazing job of threading beautiful stories that illustrate the power and significance 
of our past,” she said. “His stories are a great opportunity to experience an Appalachian tradition 
in a way that makes you forget you’re hearing a performance.” 
Booth’s research and presentations have led him to the Berea Appalachian Sound Archives 
Fellowship, the National Academy of Medicine, Ghost Ranch, the National Storytelling 
Conference, the Appalachian Students Association Conference and the National Endowment for 
the Humanities Voices from the Misty Mountains summer seminars and institute. 
Booth is a member of the Recording Academy. He teaches Appalachian studies at Shepherd 
University and is the founding director of the Speak Story Series. 
Booth says he’s most at home sharing stories and music with the next generation of listeners and 
storytellers throughout Appalachia. 
This year’s Yeager Symposium was organized by the Dr. Daniel Babb Class of 2019 and is 
sponsored by Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Wolfe and the St. Mary’s Medical Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to cohost 2nd Annual Community 
Halloween Science Bash 
 
Marshall University’s College of Science will 
cohost the 2nd Annual Community Halloween 
Science Bash from 2 to 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
27, at the Science Building on Marshall 
University’s Huntington campus. 
Hosted in partnership with West Virginia 
Science Adventures, the event will feature 25 
stations of science fun for the whole family. 
Participants can explore the stars in 
Marshall’s planetarium, meet some live 
animals, make spooky slime and more. There also will be trick-or-treating and, beginning at 4:30 
p.m., a best science-themed costume contest. 
The event is free and open to all ages. 
For more information, contact Dr. Suzanne Strait at WVScienceAdventures@gmail.com or visit 
www.wvscienceadventures.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students, faculty attend international 
biomechanics conference in New Zealand 
 
Representatives of the Marshall University 
Department of Biomechanics traveled to Auckland, 
New Zealand, Sept. 10-14 to attend the 36th 
International Conference on Biomechanics in 
Sports. 
Three graduate students and two faculty members 
within the department each had papers accepted for 
presentation at the conference, according to Dr. 
Suzanne Konz, director of the university’s 
biomechanics program. 
“This was an annual event for the presentation of academic research in sports biomechanics,” 
Konz said. “Participants came from a wide range of backgrounds including exercise science, 
education, engineering, computer science, rehabilitation and medicine, to name a few. We were 
so grateful to be able to provide our students with an opportunity to exchange ideas and to help 
bridge the gap between researchers and practitioners.” 
The students involved included: 
 Andrew Ebert, 26, of Avon, Indiana, who led a poster presentation titled “A Correlation Between 
Vertical Jump and Isokinetic Measurements in Female Basketball Athletes.” 
 Mahalie Hargis, 23, of Hamlin, West Virginia, who led a poster presentation titled “Examining the 
Reliability and Validity of the Fitbit Charge 2™ Technology on Heart Rate During Treadmill 
Exercise.” She also presented on the reliability and validity of the Fitbit Charge 2™ Technology on 
step count during treadmill exercise. 
 Kevin Moore, 26, of Wayne, New Jersey, who led an oral presentation titled “Associations Between 
Clinical and Performance Tests in Soccer Athletes.” 
Ebert said the International Society of Biomechanics in Sports conference was truly an eye-
opening experience. 
“I was honored to present my own research and represent Marshall University. I was able to 
network with fellow professionals as well as some of the top corporations,” Ebert said. “The 
opportunity to listen to some of the most distinguished professionals in biomechanics discuss 
innovative technology and research has confirmed my passion for the field of biomechanics.” 
The faculty who presented included: 
 Suzanne Konz, associate professor and director of the biomechanics program, who presented an oral 
presentation titled “Analyzing Vertical Jump and Standing Long Jump Power Ratios to Determine 
Lower Extremity Injury Risk Using AUROC Curves” and a poster session titled “Optimizing Exercise 
Selection for Power Development in Athletes Using Velocity-Based Training.” 
 Steven Leigh, assistant professor of biomechanics, presented a poster presentation titled “Return-To-
Play Criteria Following ACL Reconstruction Surgery: A Case Study Over Nine Months.” 
To learn more about the conference, visit https://sprinz.aut.ac.nz/isbs-2018. For more 
information about the university’s biomechanics program, visit 
www.marshall.edu/biomechanics. Call 877-GOHERD-1 to schedule a visit and learn more at 
www.marshall.edu. 
———— 
Photo: From left to right, Dr. Steve Leigh, Dr. Suzanne Konz, Kevin Moor, Andrew Ebert, and 
Mahalie Hargis at the 2018 36th International Conference on Biomechanics in Sports in 
Auckland, New Zealand. 
 
 
 
Homecoming returns to Marshall University the week of October 15-20 as the Thundering Herd 
battles the FAU Owls during the annual Homecoming game on Saturday, October 20 at 2:30 
p.m. Our beloved mascot Marco will take center stage during this year’s Homecoming festivities 
as we celebrate the history of Marco with the theme “Home on the Range.” 
You won’t want to miss this opportunity to join the Marshall campus and Huntington community 
in celebration of the Thundering Herd and Homecoming 2018! The Marshall University Alumni 
Association, Student Government Association, Office of Student Activities, Marshall University 
Black Alumni Association and Office of Intercultural Affairs are planning multiple 
events.  During Homecoming, there is truly something for everyone. 
Celebrate with our Marshall Family during the annual Homecoming Parade, party like a king 
during the Alumni Tailgate, run/walk to support Marshall during the Homecoming 5K Stampede, 
celebrate with the entire campus during the Picnic on the Plaza and much more! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Oct. 10, 2018. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 8, 2018. 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/October-3-2018. 
